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COLLECTION SUMMARY 
Creator: Massachusetts. General Court. Special Legislative Commission on the Development of 
Boston Harbor. 
Call Number: Ms. Coll. 39 
Extent: 2 boxes (2 linear feet) 
Preferred Citation Style: Folder Title, Box Number #. Special Legislative Commission on the 
Development of Boston Harbor Records. State Library of Massachusetts Special Collections. 
About This Finding Aid: Description based on DACS.  
Provenance: Gift of the Special Commission on the Development of Boston Harbor, 1990. 
Processed by: Finding aid prepared by Mary Micarelli, August, 1991. Updated by Mary Ellen Hall 
(date unknown). Updated by Abigail Cramer, April, 2012. 
Abstract: This collection documents the activities of the Special Legislative Commission on the 
Development of Boston Harbor in its efforts to prepare a development program for Boston 
Harbor, including suggesting uses of the Harbor that would emphasize waterfront employment, 
protecting natural resources from disruption, reviewing management roles within state and 
municipal agencies, and examining the effectiveness of the coastal zone management program. 
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SCOPE AND CONTENT 
Series I. Administrative Materials consists of background material on the establishment of the 
Commission, lists of members, information about activities, and updates about the Commission’s 
work.  There is also Special Commission correspondence, and files relating to legislation, and to 
meetings. The meeting materials include briefings, agendas, and the minutes of each meeting.  
Also included in the series are studies, proposals and reports concerning waterways in 
Massachusetts that primarily concern Boston Harbor.  Also included are materials related to 
shipping and mooring, dredging and sludge, regulations, recreational possibilities, and 
environmental concerns. 
  
Series II. Department of Environment Quality Engineering includes information about the 
Department, the Massachusetts Water Resources Authority, and other related groups.  Also 
included in this series are newspaper clippings tracking the progress and problems encountered 
during the harbor cleanup study.  There are also a few folders containing booklets, brochures, 
and small maps of areas being considered for improvement in the Boston Harbor cleanup project. 
 
HISTORICAL NOTE 
A Resolve to establish a Special Commission for the Development of Boston Harbor was passed 
in 1979, Chapter 25.  The Commission consisted of two members from the Senate, three from the 
House of Representatives and seventeen members appointed by the Governor.  The members 
appointed by the Governor represented the Port Authority, the Metropolitan District Commission, 
environmental management, and various other involved agencies.  Joseph B. Walsh was 
appointed from the Senate and served as Chair.  Michael F. Flaherty served as the Chair from 
the House of Representatives. The mayors of Boston, Chelsea, Everett, and several other cities 
and towns also appointed members. 
 
The purpose of the Commission was to prepare a development program for Boston Harbor.  The 
Commission was to define the boundaries of the areas to be included in the development 
program and establish an inventory of existing public and private lands and natural resources in 
Boston Harbor; they were to suggest usage of such lands with emphasis on waterfront 
employment and water dependent development, providing public access to the waterfront, 
balancing local and regional interests, protecting existing natural resources and communities form 
disruption by development, reviewing the management roles of the various state and municipal 
agencies with jurisdictions in Boston Harbor, and examining the effectiveness of the coastal zone 
management program in improving management of the harbor. 
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The Commission became active in 1980.  Chapter 1 of the Resolves of 1985 granted permission 
for the Commission to increase its membership.  The Commission defined the boundaries of the 
harbor and played a large role in the Massachusetts Institute of Technology Sea Grant Boston 
Harbor Management Study, which produced an inventory of public and private lands and natural 
resources in the harbor.  The Commission held monthly meetings and discussed the building of a 
third harbor tunnel, as well as dredging projects which would improve navigation and recreation.  
They also proposed several pieces of legislation relevant to Boston Harbor. Senator Walsh 
appointed a Sub-Committee to study draft revisions of Chapter 91 regulations by the Department 
of Environmental Quality Engineering.  It was felt that the revisions would affect recreational 
boaters in negative ways.  Senator Walsh recommended that a compromise be found that would 
be agreeable to marinas and yacht clubs. Senator Walsh also proposed a Boatyard Preservation 
Act. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION 
Arrangement 
The papers are arranged in two series as follows: 
Series I: Administrative Materials, 1980-1989 
Series II: Department of Environmental Quality Engineering, 1990 
 
Conditions Governing Access 
This collection is open for research during the Special Collections Department’s regular hours. 
 
Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use 
Copyright restrictions may apply. Requests for permission to publish material from this collection 
should be discussed with Special Collections staff. 
 
Languages and Scripts 
The materials are entirely in English. 
 
Immediate Source of Acquisition 
Gift of the Special Commission on the Development of Boston Harbor, 1990. 
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Series Description and Container List 
 
Series I: Administrative Materials, 1980-1989 
 
Scope and Content 
This series consists of background material on the establishment of the Commission, lists of 
members, information about activities, and updates about the Commission’s work.  There is also 
Special Commission correspondence, legislation, and meetings. The meeting materials include 
briefings, agendas, and the minutes of each meeting.  Also included in the series are studies, 
proposals and reports concerning waterways in Massachusetts that primarily concern Boston 
Harbor.  Also included are materials related to shipping and mooring, dredging and sludge, 
regulations, recreational possibilities, and environmental concerns. 
 
Arrangement 
This series is arranged in the Commission’s original order, which is roughly alphabetical. 
 
Box # Folder # Folder Title Date 
1 1 Membership, Background undated 
1 2-4 Activities (3 folders) undated 
1 5 Boston Harbor Update undated 
1 6 Legislation Committee undated 
1 7 Oath of Office undated 
1 8 Commission Budget undated 
1 9 Comments on Boston Harbor Management Project undated 
1 10-18 Correspondence (9 folders) 1980-1989 
1 19 Executive Summary, Environmental Affairs undated 
1 20-21 Legislation (2 folders) undated 
1 22-36 Meetings, Briefings, Minutes, Agendas (15 folders) undated 
1 37 Basinwide Management Study File undated 
1 38 Boston Harbor Islands: Draft Concept Plan undated 
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1 39 Boston Shipping Association: Policy Statement on H6552 undated 
1 40 Boston Harbor/Neponset River: Dredging Projects Draft undated 
1 41 Coastal Zone Management Conference undated 
1 42 Court Case: Report of the Special Master undated 
2 43 Court Cases Concerning Harbors and Waterfronts, 
Miscellaneous 
undated 
2 44 Dredged Material: Status of Dredged and Excavated 
Material 
undated 
2 45 Dredging: Priority Dredging List undated 
2 46 Fisheries: Status of Fisheries in Boston Harbor undated 
2 47 Fort Point Channel Project undated 
2 48 Mooring Regulations undated 
2 49 Natural Resources Hearing: Notes undated 
2 50 Navigation Improvement Study undated 
2 51 P.C.B.:  Boston and Salem Harbors, P.C.B. Concentrations 
in Marine Fish 
undated 
2 52 P.C.B.: New Bedford, Health Effects Study undated 
2 53 Pier 7: Comments re: Marine Related Development undated 
2 54 Sludge: Programmed Ocean Area Dispersal of Electron-
Beam-Treated Sludge 
undated 
2 55 Third Harbor Tunnel undated 
2 56 Wastewater Treatment Facilities undated 
2 57 Water Transportation: Commuter Boats, Issues and 
Analyses 
undated 
2 58 Water Transportation: Ferries, Conference undated 
2 59 Water Transportation Policy undated 
2 60 Waterfront Act: Proposed Regulations to Implement undated 
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2 61 Winthrop: Applications for Federal Surplus for Public Park or 
Recreation 
undated 
 
 
Series II: Department of Environmental Quality Engineering, 1990 
 
Scope and Content 
This series includes information about the Department, the Massachusetts Water Resources 
Authority, and other related groups.  Also included in this series are newspaper clippings tracking 
the progress and problems encountered during the harbor cleanup study.  There are also a few 
folders containing booklets, brochures, and small maps of areas being considered for 
improvement in the Boston Harbor cleanup project. 
 
Arrangement 
This series is arranged in the Commission’s original order.  
 
Box # Folder # Folder Title Date 
2 62 Hazardous Waste  undated 
2 63 Legislative Memorandum undated 
2 64 Regulation Filing and Publication undated 
2 65-66 Waterway Regulations, Public Hearing Draft (2 folders) undated 
2 67 Waterway Regulation Program undated 
2 68 Education and Resources Group undated 
2 69 Environmental Impact Reports undated 
2 70 Environmental Notification Forms undated 
2 71 Environmental Protection Agency undated 
2 72 Peddock’s Island Trust undated 
2 73 Massachusetts Division of Law Enforcement: Motorboats undated 
2 74 Massachusetts Water Resources Authority: Why It 
Needs to be Established 
undated 
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2 75 Massachusetts Water Resources Authority: Annual 
Report 
undated 
2 76 Newsletters undated 
2 77-90 Newspaper Clippings (14 folders) undated, 1990 
2 91 Press Releases undated 
2 92-95 Booklets, Brochures (4 folders) undated 
 
 
